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To build and create a human habitat 

for society, considering the social, 

topographical, cultural and historical 

conditions at each building site.  A human 

habitat also includes the space between 

buildings. In terms of urban planning, the 

noise and pollution, and city dwellers’ need 

Italian Renaissance cities like Siena and 

their character and identity. The buildings 

some road surfaces are still original, not 

with life. The elderly sit in front of their 

houses, while children play in the streets. 

the result of a common understanding 

and recapture certain urban spaces for the 

use of pedestrians. 

quality of life. Take the example of some 

For a long time, architecture represented 

and aesthetics, and it often succeeded. The 

goal of architecture was to create pleasant 

The clients and building contractors 

of taste. In this time of globalisation 

become more anonymous; they might be 

housing associations or big corporations 

acting as intermediaries for unknown 

future residents. As a result, the architect 

future homeowner. He has to rely on the 

materials and building history of the 

region as a surrogate for the unknown 

preferences of the house resident.  

Yes, I fear so. 

No, that’s far from what I do. I would 

choose to be an architect in the Bauhaus 

era in the 1920s in Germany.  

Villa Guna 

The design was a gift to my friends 

construction form resulted from the 

small size of the estate. The trees had to 

remain where they were and I wanted a 

symbiosis between the house and nature, 

a dialogue. The cubic structure was 

as otherwise you wouldn’t be able to see 

 Baltic Outlook asked Guna Eglite how it 

feels to live in the villa. 

 “What I like most about my house is 

its amazing atmosphere. Thanks to the 

panoramic roof terrace, there is light and 

sun everywhere. The house has a very strong 

personality, like an artwork. The contrasts 

T Gerkan is his Baltic German 

accent. Born to a Baltic German 

family in Riga in 1935, the renowned 

architect recently celebrated his 80th 

birthday. In 1939, he and his family left 

mother during the coming years and was 

Gerkan has designed hundreds of buildings, 

from an ornithological station to airports. 

These include Berlin’s central train station 

and a whole Chinese city for one million 

people. His 550-employee-strong global 

architectural practice gmp (Architekten 

von Gerkan, Marg und Partner

Gerkan founded 50 years ago together 

 The company won the International 

Architecture Award in 2012 and Germany’s 

A&W Architect of the Year award in 2014. 

Gerkan prefers to be seen as an old-school 

Baumeister, or pragmatic builder. 

gmp’s credo. Aside from designing notable 

heading the department of architecture 

Technology, he founded the Academy for 

Architectural Culture near his company’s 

Gerkan there, at gmp’s headquarters, in his 
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of the house and arouse emotions. The house is an 

admirable performance of forms held together by light. 

You once said that the structure of architecture 

The sound of Riga would be melancholic, quiet and 

moderate. Think of Brahms. 

I remember sliding along the ice of the city canal and 

sledging down Bastejkalns. And I remember playing 

in the sense that I left at an age when the brain only 

starts to form lasting memories. 

the city when I was four years old. My father died 

during the Second World War and my mother died 

the connection to the city was completely cut. As a 

result of the Hitler-Stalin treaty [Molotov- Ribbentrop 

pact of 1939, ed.

Villa Guna

home onto that house

Hitler wanted us to settle in Warthegau, the region 

so I grew up near Bremen and later in Hamburg. Now 

together with them. 

families took care of me and treated me like their own 

child. I had to start working at an early age, mostly in 

Well, many people would attribute those 

characteristics to me. Thinking about it, that might be 
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change the city’s character. It’s a pleasant city to look at. I 

appreciate the harmonious, human scale of the centre, with 

the canal and green belt around the Old Town, interspersed 

parks and clear structure of the streets and houses. All 

. 

The task was to integrate a multi-storey car park, which 

lamellar blinds are inspired by the colours of autumn birch 

foliage. I think that we succeeded and I’m happy with 

More than one, I hope. The airports and train stations, for 

example, as they are like monuments that testify to the 

central station, at least with the desired additions [after 

losing to von Gerkan in court, the Deutsche Bahn has to 

change the building’s rooftop structure – ed.], and the just-

the construction of the hexagonal terminal complex was 

completed [in 1974 – ed.

shopping malls with small check-in points. I tried hard to 

The chair that you designed for the VIP lounge at Tegel 

Salone del Mobile

Not at all! Already when I designed the chair, I was sure that 

it would become a classic. I absolutely don’t understand 

why the airport later replaced these chairs with cheaper 

Berlin Brandenburg Airport, Germany

Berlin Tegel Airport, Germany
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APARTMENT BUILDING FRODEPARKEN

Uppsala, Sweden
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Absolutely! It’s really an amazing airport.

the two companies that are installing the 

amateurs (i.e. politicians) having to 

Not in the way that one might think, of 

one side trying to outwit the other. It’s 

rather the context. In huge projects, the 

number of regulations multiplies with the 

complexity of the task at hand. Politicians 

to win the bidding and a jump-start 

of the implementation, when it is still 

impossible to seriously predict all costs.  

I have learned that I can accomplish more 

deal less with worriers. 

I appreciate the serenity, the will for 

face in disputes, that dignity is important 

in communication. Yes, this has strongly 

can accomplish more when I am more 

restrained during disputes. 

I’m absolutely happy about my idea to 

in the centre. People go for walks and do 

all kinds of sports there. Other aspects 

The streets are much too wide to create a 

pleasant urban atmosphere, resulting in a 

German chancellor Gerhard Schröder. 

Hanoi Museum, Vietnam
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I remember one night at the Kanzleramt when 

bottles of good red wine and talked about social 

Of course. There will be a call for bids and we will 

compete for the contract. The Alster and Elbe 

in the Olympics. 

The joy, the fun of creating, the recognition for a job well 
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Maritime Museum, Lingang New City, China


